SEFERİHİSAR / SIĞACIK

Musa KADIOĞLU

GUIDE BOOK II

TEOS

Republic of Turkey
Ministry of Culture and
Tourism
Ankara University
Directory of Teos
Excavations

KARAGÖL
ANCIENT MARBLE QUARRY

TEMPLE OF DIONYSUS

SENATE HOUSE
(Bouleuterion)

CISTERN

SOUTH HARBOUR

1

HELLENISTIC CITY WALL
(Dionysus Gate)

THEATRE

TEMPLE OF AGORA

ACROPOLIS

PORT CHAPEL

LOCATION
The ancient port city of Teos is situated in the Sığacık district
of Seferihisar, 60 km southwest of İzmir. The architectural
remains of the city are located on a small peninsula (isthmus)
and the city was founded and developed on it. The Acropolis of
the city rises on the Kocakır Tepe, which is centered the
TEOS
peninsula. The city, with its two harbour, one in the south, the
other in the north, developed between the Acropolis and the
South Harbour. In the chronological point of view; the progress
was in between the Protogeometric Period and Medieval Age.
Whereas the city walls of the Archaic period on the Kocakır
Tepe can not be traced throughout the city, the Hellenistic city
wall has been preserved surrounding the city at a length of ca.
4 km. The aforementioned fortiﬁcation, which has been built
very elaborately with local limestone ashlars, surrounds an area of approximately 65 hectares.
There are Acropolis, Temple of Dionysus, Theatre, Bouleuterion, Agora, Temple of Agora and a
grand Cistern in the area which is encircled by the Hellenistic Fortiﬁcation. In spite of that,
Temple of Imperial Cult, Forum which is enclosed by stoas and both ancient harbours stays on
the outside of the Hellenistic Fortiﬁcation.
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HISTORY OF RESEARCH
The ancient city of Teos, one of the twelve Ionian cities, has become
the focus of interest for Western researcers and travelers, from the
beginning of the 18th century. In 1709 and 1716, the British Consul
of Izmir (Smyrna) and Botanist William Sherard received a copies of
some inscriptions from Teos, when his visiting the city. Afterthat,
Dutch Consul Daniël Alexander de Hochepied has visited Teos and
taken a head of a collosal statue attribute to Dionysus to his country,
in addition to studying the inscriptions of Teos.
The ﬁrst archaeological excavations and researches in the city Marble Head of Dionysus
have been realized by Richard Chandler and Nicholas Revett in

(Leiden Museum)

behalf of English Society of Dilettanti in the years of 1764-1765. Richard Popplewell
Pullan made some studies again in the name of the same institution in 1862.
The studies at Teos, which were interrupted during the years of the First World War,
have been proceeded with tranches on a
lot of monuments by French researchers
Yves Bequignon and Alfred Laumonier,
in the years of 1924-1925. Excavations
and researches of Turkish scholars have
been realized solely in 1960’s. During the
years of 1962-1967, Yusuf Boysal and
Baki Öğün from the University of Ankara,
have made excavations in the Temple of
Temple of Dionysus (Ch. Texier, 1862)
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Dionysus,

Hellenistic

Fortiﬁcation,

Agora

and

Panorama of Teos (Laborde,1838)

Bouleuterion; as well as Acropolis, Theatre and
Necropolis.
Afterwards, during the years of 1980-1992, architect
Duran Mustafa Uz has made some limited excavations
both in the Temple of Dionysus and the Temple on the
Acropolis, also he has prepared his PhD thesis named

Bouleuterion, 1925

“The Temple of Dionysus in Teos”. Numan Tuna from the
Middle East Technical University carried out short ﬁeld
surveys in the city between 1993 and 1996.
Since 2010, Musa Kadıoğlu from the Department of
Classical Archaeology in the Faculty of Letters of the

Bouleuterion, 1963

University of Ankara has been conducting excavation,
conservation and preservarion works in the city.

Bouleuterion, 1964

Temple of Dionysus (W. Pars, 1769)

Temple of Dionysus, western part of the
temenos,1963
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HISTORY OF THE CITY
Ancient authors, Strabo and Pausanias state that the city
was ﬁrst founded by Athamas, and thus called Athamantis by
famous lyric poet Anacreon; during the period of Ionian
Griphon (5th Cent.
BC coin of Teos

colonization, the city was re-founded by Naoclos, the
illegitimate son of Codros; and later by the Athenian Apoicos and

Damasos, and Geres of Boeotia.
Archaeological ﬁnds from the excavations prove that the city had been settled from
the Protogeometric Period onwards (c. 1000 BC). Around 600 BC, Thales of Miletus
proposed that Teos should be the hub of the twelve Ionian cities due to its central
location but his proposal was not accepted. In the 6th century BC, trade relations of
the city extended as far as Egypt. Like the rest of Anatolia, Teos was conquered by the
Persian commander Harpagus in 545 BC. According to Herodotus, as a result of the
increasing pressure exerted by the Persian king Cyrus II upon the Ionian cities, citizens
of Teos left their city and re-founded Abdera (near İskeçe) in the Nestos delta in
Thrace. As stated by Strabo, some of those who migrated to Abdera, returned to Teos
later.
In addition, around 544 BC people of Teos founded the city of Phanagoria on the
Taman Peninsula (Crimea). Many of the colonists, however, soon returned to their
home town in Ionia. Its prosperity was so signiﬁcant that in the battle of Lade in 494
BC. Teos was able to contribute to the war effort with seventeen ships. As a member
of the ﬁrst Attica-Delian Confederacy,
like Erythrai (Ildırı), Teos paid six talents
as tax.
After the Peace treaty of Antalcidas
between

Greeks

and

Persians

in

387/386 BC, Teos was again taken by
Persians. In 334 BC, Alexander the
Great gave the city its freedom.
Antigonus Monophthalmos proposed
the uniﬁcation (synoikismos) of Teos and
5

Colonies of Teos (6th Cent. BC)

the neighbouring city of Lebedus (Ürkmez), however, this idea was
never put into action.
It’s learned from a long inscription found at Teos, a group of pirates
attacked the city, kidnapped many of the citizens, their wives and
children in the end of the 4th century BC. According to the act of the
council mentioned the pirate attack, the residents were forced to give
their 10% of the value of all luxury items in order to pay a ransom to the
pirates for the release of the citizens whom they had captured.
The city’s importance continued as a result of the privileges and
rights that were given to the Temple of Dionysus towards the end of
the 3rd century BC.
Under the administration of Attalus I (241-197 BC), Teos was
incorporated into the Kingdom of Pergamum; when Attalus III
(138-133 BC) left his territories to Rome in 133 BC, Teos became a
subject of Rome. Upon the establishment of the Roman Province of
Asia in 129 BC, Teos became a part of this new administration. The
architectural remains clearly show that the importance of Teos

Lyric poet Anacreon
(c. 570-485 BC)

continued in the Roman period.
As a result of the importance of the cult of Dionysus in Teos and its surroundings in
the 2nd half of the 3rd century BC. Teos was chosen as the residence of the union of
the Dionysian Artists of Ionia and the Hellespont, an association which was composed
of poets, musicians, actors and singers. Because they were seen disruptive, these
artists were later deported to Ephesus (Selçuk), then to Myonnessus (Doğanbey) and
ﬁnally to Lebedus (Ürkmez).
The famous poets Antimachus and
Anacreon, philosophers Nausiphanes
and Democritus, historian Hecataios
and famous wealthy man and book
collector Apellicon who had bought
the library of Aristoteles, were all from
A silver coin minted for the Dionysiac Artists
(155-145 BC)

Teos.
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND THE BUILDINGS
Geophysical surveys carried out in Teos since 2010 have clearly revealed that there
isn’t any orthogonal street system in the city. The data, which have been obtained by
ground penetrating radar (GPR) and geomagnetic measurements, show that the
streets are neither perpendicular nor parallel to each other. These results have indicate
d that the city is not destroyed in large scale, on the contrary to the situation in Miletus,
during and after the Persian invasion and suppressing the Ionian Revolt in 494 BC.
Hence, property pattern and street system of Teos, which had been formed since the
years of 1000 BC, have been preserved until the end of the Roman Period. Therefore,
a new urban organisation and city plan should not be needed.
THE ACROPOLIS AND THE ARCHAIC TEMPLE
The acropolis of Teos is located on a rocky hill called Kocakırtepe, which commands
both the northern and southern ports. Although the remains are few, the acropolis and
its surroundings are important for providing information regarding the earliest
settlement of the city. Close to the centre of the acropolis is a structure that survived
at foundation level. Carved into bedrock, it is a rectangular structure which measures
7.30 x 37.40 m, long believed to be a Hekatompedon temple (100-foot long) while
some remains measuring 9.56 x 18.20 m located to its east was probably the altar.
The building, which belogs to the Roman Period according to W. Hoepfner, is possibily
dated to Archaic Period.
The ﬁrst studies on the acropolis were done by A. Laumonier and Y. Béquignon in
1924 and 1925; this was
within the scope of their
work in Teos. In 1962 Y.
Boysal and B. Öğün did
the ﬁrst excavation in order
to

understand

the

settlement on the hill. In
‘Trench C’, located in the
east-south slope of the
acropolis, alongside the
7

uncovered some material dating to the end of the 7th
century BC. Geophysical and archaeological surveys
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Architectural blocks from the city and its surrounds dating from the Late Archaic
Period give an idea about the archaic settlement. Some of these ﬁnds were in the
slopes of the acropolis but others were uncovered inside the Bouleuterion or the
Agora, which are relatively far from the acropolis. Some individual ﬁnds that were
interpreted as belonging to an Ionic temple by D. M. Uz cannot be associated with
certainty with this temple or altar on the acropolis. However, we can tell that the
scattered architectural blocks could make up an anastylosis of an entablature, and its
unornamented frieze was used in the wall entablatures in Ionia starting from the 3rd
quarter of the 6th century BC. Similarly, a corner volute fragment, found among the
many Ionic capital fragments, suggests that it might have belonged to the corner
column of a temple rather than a single,
free-standing votive column. Therefore, these
Ionic capital fragments, given their materials
and measurements, might have belonged to
an Ionic order temple rather than a separate
entablature. In terms of their dimensions,
these capital fragments from Teos can be
compared

to

those

from

the

Archaic

Artemision in Ephesos (560-550 BC).
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TEMPLE OF DIONYSUS
Located inside the Hellenistic
walls and just to the east of the
western city walls, the Temple of
Dionysus has been the most highly
regarded structure of Teos.
Vitruvius, in his book entitled “Ten
Books

on

Architecture”

(De

Architectura) tells us that the architect of the temple was Hermogenes. It was planned
in accordance with his principle of eustylos (meaning the “beautiful style”), connoting
that the spaces between the columns were equal to the 2 ¼ times of their lower
diameters. The work of R. Chandler and N. Revett in 1764-1765 can be considered
as the ﬁrst study of the temple. The ﬁrst archaeological excavations were undertaken
by R. P. Pullan in 1862 who published its ﬁrst plan. After a long break, the French
resumed the survey of the temple in 1924 and provided new information related also
to the temenos. Between 1962 and 1967, Y. Boysal and B. Öğün conducted
excavations in the temple and the temenos, and undertook the ﬁrst restorations. D. M.
Uz studied the temple from 1980 until his death in 1991; his doctoral thesis entitled
“The Temple of Dionysus at Teos (1987)” is the most detailed study about the building.
The Temple of Dionysus is of the Ionic order and has a regular, tri-partite plan with a
trapezoidal temenos. The latter was surrounded by four stoas: two Doric (north and
south) and two Ionic (east and west). The plan is eustylos peripteral with six columns
on the shorter sides and eleven on the longer. With its deep two-columned pronaos
and a narrow two-columned opisthodomos, the building strongly resembles Pytheos’
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quarter of the 3rd century BC. Some of the architectural blocks and ﬁgurative friezes
that were found in the temple can be generally dated to the Hellenistic period. Uz, in
his comprehensive study of the building, argued that the Hellenistic temple was
destroyed and subsequently rebuilt during the reigns of Augustus (27 BC-AD 14) and
Hadrianus (AD 117-138). However, during the new excavations, there has not found
any archaeological data which dated the period of Augustus. To the east of the temple
there is a gate, i.e. propylon leading to the sacred area. Based on the dating of the
inscriptions and the temenos stoa to the Augustan period, the propylon, too, must
have been built in the same period.

Relief Frieses of the Temple, shown Dionysiac Festivals (İzmir Archaeological Museum)
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THEATRE
The theatre in Teos is located on the south-eastern slopes of the Acropolis. The ﬁrst
studies on the theatre were undertaken by Y. Béquignon and A. Laumonier in 1924. In
1963, upon the request of the General Directorate of Monuments and Museums, Y.
Boysal and B. Öğün started the ﬁrst excavations. During this work, starting from the
front of the eastern analemma, most of the stage, the architectural blocks of the
scaenae frons and proscenion, and the northwestern corner of the orchestra were
uncovered; the cavea was cleared.
The structure is oriented to the southeast. Although it is built according to Greek
traditions, nothing dating to the pre-Roman period was found so far. The seating steps
of the lower cavea built on an opus incertum foundation and the upper cavea built on
an arched and vaulted sub-structure are typically Roman. In addition, decorated
architectural blocks of the multi-storied and colonnade facade of the stage building
(scaenae frons) and the facade of the proscenion (pulpitum), as well as the column
bases with inscriptions, point to the construction activities at the end of the 1st century
AD (Flavian period). In an inscription, Tiberius Claudius Philistes of Teos (the new
Athamas), who has done a lot for his city in the early Imperial period, was honoured.
Tiberius Claudius Philistes, who lived in the second half of the 1st century AD is one of
the best known persons of Teos. Many inscriptions deal with his benefactions. We
know almost nothing about his natural father Hermothestos. He was adopted by
11
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Athamas was the mythological founder of Teos.
In 2013, during the new excavations in the theatre,
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orchestra. During this work, the base of the diazoma wall,
and some 4.5 m below that, eight rows of the partially
preserved in situ seating blocks and klimakes were
uncovered. In 2014, a white marble ﬂoor pavement was
partially unearthed in situ. Decorative blocks, sculptures,
reliefs and inscriptions show that the building had a rich
architectural and sculptural decoration. Excavations have
been continuing on the western part of the building, on the
stage building, on the parodos (entrance) and on the
analemma wall (the side wall supporting the seating

Relief column with
head of Dionysus

section).

Sculpture base with an inscription mentioned that the Council
of the Elders of Klazomenai honors Tiberius Claudius Philistes

Relief bases with Dionysus and Satyr (1963)
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BOULEUTERION (SENATE HOUSE)
The bouleuterion, located to the southeast of the theatre and to the east of the
Temple of Dionysus, is the best preserved building in the city. Partially revealed in
1924, the cavea was largely uncovered in 1960s. The building was documented in
2010 followed by further excavations in 2011. During these recent excavations, the
cavea (sitting area), the orchestra, the eastern wall and the northern and southern
analemma wall and parodos were uncovered. Excavations in front of the building
revealed a Doric portico joining the building in the east.
The bouleuterion, which has a rectangular foundation plan, has a semi-circular
seating area (koilon/cavea) with sixteen steps. The cavea is divided into four kerkides
by ﬁve stairs. The large piers placed parallel to the back wall of the structure behind
the top row of the seats must have been added later. The orchestra is slightly larger
than a semicircle and its ﬂoor, paved in coloured marbles, is partially preserved. The
walls of the building display rectagonal pseudo isodomic masonry; the proﬁled wall
base of the pulpitum occupying the inner face of the east wall has been preserved.
The 2nd century BC inscription referring to the education foundation of Polythros
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and music in the gymnasium were relocated to the bouleuterion. This shows that
Hellenistic bouleuterion served other functions besides political meetings.
An inscription dating to around 200 BC, uncovered during the 1963 excavations in
the Temple of Dionysus, concerns the relocation of the bronze statue of King
Antiochus III in the Bouleuterion and the cult rituals that will be performed there.
Inscribed statue bases found in the building point to signiﬁcant changes in the building
in the 1st century AD. These inscriptions honour Tiberius Claudius Kalobrotos and his
son Tiberius Claudius Phesinos. With the help of these documents, the ﬁrst phase of
the bouleuterion can be dated to the end of the 3rd, or the beginning of the 2nd
century BC; and the second phase to the 1st century AD.
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AGORA
There is not much information on the agora of
the city which was probably located on the ﬂat
area to the east and southeast of the bouleuterion.
The ﬁrst studies on the agora were done by the
French in 1924 and 1925; Y. Boysal and B. Öğün
conducted some limited soundings in the 1960s.
Today, one can ﬁnd a heart shaped Doric column
at the junction of the southern and western
porticos of the agora.
TEMPLE OF AGORA
We do not know much about a temple probably
located in the agora just like the temple of Zeus
Sosipolis

at

Magnesia.

Positioned

to

the

southeast of the bouleuterion, this temple was brieﬂy examined by the French in 1924.
Probably built in the 2nd century BC, the temple was an Ionic peripteros. An honorary
inscription in one of the corners of the portico has been recorded.
The temple, which is composed of a tripartite division of pronaos, naos and
opisthodomos, was built in southwest-northeast direction with an entrance from the
southwest. Its plan, as currently known, was documented as a result of explorations
in 2010. Only the upper surface of the cella wall, a double-faced block construction
connected by binding stones, is visible.
The temple, which has a rectangular plan, measures 18.40 x 8.10 m; its pronaos is
5.50 m, its naos is 12.70 m and opisthodomos is 2.15 m deep. With these
dimensions, the temple shows a proportional resemblance to the Athena Temple of
Priene. However, as proposed earlier by D. M. Uz, the smallness of its size may
suggest a tetrastyle-amphiprostylos arrangement. The Corinthian anta capital that can
today be partially seen in front of the southwest anta pier must have belonged to the
temple. Although it has been suggested that the stone blocks seen near the southern
terrace of the temple were brought here from the north-eastern part of the agora, it is
equally possible that these blocks belonged to the Temple of Agora itself.
15
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A structure related to water is located in the western part of the city and to the south
LEJANT

of the Temple of Dionysus. A rectangular construction of mortared rubble, the cistern
must be related to the Roman bath situated to its east. There are sixteen arched
niches on its front (north) facade and two on its side (west) facade. The well-preserved
structure (45.5 m x 6.85 m x 5.42 m) is covered by a barrel vault and has a water tank
stuccoed in opus signinium. The remains indicate that the structure was a cistern but
it may have been used also as a fountain.
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HELLENISTIC CITY WALL
City walls were composed of a double circuit built of local limestone in isodomic
masonry. The thickness of the walls is c. 4 m and they are preserved fully in the west
and the south, and partially in the east and the north. Encircling an area of 65 hectars,
the total length of the wall is around 3.7 km. Since 2010 many trenches and
geophysical surveys have been done in order to locate the walls, gates and towers. In
these surveys, the towers and gates were identiﬁed especially on the western and
southern portions of the walls. This well-preserved, uninterrupted stretch from the
eastern part of Acropolis till the South Harbour is the best recently studied part of the
city’s fortiﬁcations. With the help of an inscription block used as spolia, the gate to the
southeast of the acropolis was identiﬁed as the “Herodotos Gate.” An important
inscription found in situ in the northern jamb of this gate gives information about the
cost of the construction of the walls. According to this inscription, 5560 drachms and
4 obols (about 26 kg of silver; 1 drachm is one day wage of masters) were spent for
that part of the wall which was built of stone and mudbrick; as indicated by other
inscriptions, the work came under the control of one Epistatountes; furthermore, an
additional 320 Alexandrian drachms were spent for items that were not available in
Teos and had to be imported.
Five rectangular, almost square, towers placed 35 m away from each other were
identiﬁed in the geomagnetic survey undertaken in the area to the south of this gate.
The results of this survey were conﬁrmed by the archaeological sounding done in one
of the towers. Just to the west of the Temple of Dionysus and to the south of the ‘B
Trench’ explored in 1924 and 1962, is the “Gate of Dionysus” and to the north of this
gate there were double stairs leading, probably, to a tower or a terrace. On the line of
the city walls towards the South Harbour, another gate located between two towers,
has been identiﬁed. It was named as “Gate of the South Necropolis” because of the
location of the necropolis which is just outside the walls. The inscriptions, historical
events, technical and stylistic comparison of similar examples suggest that the walls
of Teos must have been built in the period between the end of the 4th and the ﬁrst
quarter of the 2nd centuries BC.
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SOUTH HARBOUR
Teos was one of the important port
cities of Ionia. It had a northern and a
southern port. Strabo tells us that the
northern port was located 30 stadia north
of the ancient city and it was called
Gerrhaiidai. Not much has survived from
the North Harbour, but the Roman pier is
recorded to be visible to the southwest of the Sığacık Castle. The South Harbour, on
the other hand, is one of the best preserved ancient ports in western Anatolia.
Within the scope of the recent excavations in Teos, in 2011 and 2012, priority was
given to the documentation and excavation of the ancient harbour both on the land
and in water. During these surveys, 153 m of the pier wall was documented. The
double-wall built with binding stones must have been topped by double faced cornice
blocks. Four interruptions along the wall provided access to a quay located on the
north. A partly preserved platform of this quay adjacent to the pier has also been
uncovered. The pier, which is 4.5 m wide in the west, was widened to 15.4 m by a
perpendicular projection to the east. This structural alteration must have been a result
of the function of the port, possibly to accommodate more boats. The stones for tying
up the boats are located on the side of the platform looking towards the shore. They
19

shows that ﬁfty boats could be tied to the South
Harbour.
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known since Hellenistic times and located at the
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semi-ﬁnished Africano marble block just to the south of the pier in 2012 proved that
the South Harbour was used for marble trade.
PORT CHAPEL
The excavations in the South Harbour in 2011 yielded an unexpected discovery, a
small chapel. The chapel located at the eastern edge of the port and adjacent to the
wall of the breakwater pier has two aisles and two apses. To the east of the apses
there are traces of two larger apses indicating the existence of an earlier and larger
church. Built in east-west direction, the chapel has a rectangular plan with dimensions
around 11.4 m x 5.2 m. Although we do not have any evidence to closely date or to
understand the usage of the chapel, some ceramics and coins point to the existence
of the chapel in 10th -12th century AD.
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ANCIENT MARBLE QUARRIES
Teos has built a reputation with a colorful marble type which was known especially
africano or marmor luculleum (Lucullus Marble) in ancient times. Besides, bigio-Teos
Gray has been used locally mostly. These two marble types have been withdrawn from
marble quarries of Karagöl, Taşdibi, Turgut-Kesikkaya, Yelki-Küçükkaya and
Beyler-Sarıkayalar which all of them are in vicinity of Teos. It is certainly known that
Teos Gray and africano have been derived from same quarries, with the existence of
veins in both types, which can be seen on the semi-prossesed blocks and ancient
cutting marks.
KARAGÖL-TAŞDİBİ
Karagöl antique marble quarry is located in Karagöl region, 3 km northeast of
ancient city of Teos. It encompasses an area of 200 m. diameter including a lake of
100 m diameter. The existence of steps on the southern waterside and sudden
deepening of the lake make the researches think that the area was used as a quarry.
In addition to this, the cut surfaces of the marbles in Kayadibi (Taşdibi) region in
southeast of the lake and the existence of the blocks which have inscriptions supports
this hypothesis.
Marmor luculleum-Lucullus Marble or africano, which was named after Roman
general and administrator Lucullus (118-56 BC) who was introduced the marble with
Rome, is a black-dark gray marble type which has got different coloured veins like
white, red, brown and green. In Roman Imperial Period, africano, which has been
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derived from Teos quarries, has been
used in several cities of Western
Anatolia. It has been used also in
important cities like Rome, Ostia and
Tivoli in Italy and Roman provinces
like Gallia, Hispania, Britannia,
Mauretania (North Africa) and Syria.
Semi-processed blocks, which
have been found in South Harbour
and in a street, that is situated
between Karagöl and Teos, and some blocks, which were detected from various
shipwrecks in coasts of South France and Sicily, have showed the importance of Teos
in marble trade. In spite of the common usage of africano, the bigio i.e. Teos Gray,
which has been obtained since Archaic Period, was used mostly locally. A lot of
structure in the city, particularly the Temple of Dionysus, have been built with Teos
Gray.

• VENERI• PONTIAE •
COMMVNIS• LIB• A LAPICIDINIS• LVCVLLEIS
GRANITHO• CORRVPTA EX MVLTI ANNIS
M..V…MPLEXS ---

“To Venus Pontia, the
freedmen of the Communis
responsible for the
Lucullus Quaries, (restored
and dedicated the statue)
from acrolit (which was
damaged) since many
years.”
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FORUM (?)
The existence of a pillared monument which belongs to
the Roman Imperial Period has been determined at the east
of the city, on the outside of the Hellenistic Fortiﬁcation.
Among the pillars which encircles an area of approximately
100x100 meters in the shape of “U”, especially the ones on
the western side have been relatively well-preserved.
The area has been encircling with a colonnade of pillars
that has got quadrangler pilasters on the exterior and half
columned pilasters on the interior surface. A three stepped
crepidoma, which has been constituted with well-worked
marble blocks and limestone ashlars, has been detected in
the middle of the area where a wine estate situates nowadays. With reference to the
datas like present ruins, architectural fragments which are seen around of the vineyard
house and the architrave block which was found along the Kocaçay, which is quite
near, it is possible to talk about the existence of a temple in this area. According to the
results of brief studies in the year of 2011, probably that there is a Forum and its
Temple, which belongs to the Roman Imperial Period, in the area which is named as
“Pillared Monument”. In the upcoming years, the studies will provide to gain much
more detailed and certain results.
NECROPOLEIS and TUMULI
In Geometric and Archaic Period, western and
northwestern slopes and hills of the ancient city, and in the
Hellenistic and Roman Period, the ridges, which are situated
at its south, have been used as necropolis. Especially
terracotta sarcophagi in the type
of Clazomenai and a marble torso
which belongs to the Early
Classical Period draws the
attention. Around the city, in the
vicinity of Sazlıgöl, Tepecik,
Çamlık and Karagöl, there are
Tumuli.
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SIĞACIK CASTLE
Sığacık, a district of Seferihisar, is
located on 5 kilometers west of the
county center. It is one of the important
tourism centers of İzmir and Aegean
Region. In the Ottoman Period, it was
known as Sığla or Sığala. Because of its
strategic position, The Gulf of Sığacık
was drawn attention of Piri Reis, The Chief Admiral, and Sığacık Castle has been built
with the purpose of preparation for military expedition of Rhodes, in the management
of Parlak Mustafa Paşa with the order of Suleyman the Magniﬁcent in the years of
1521-1522. A large number of marble blocks, which were brought from Teos, have
been used as spolia in the construction. The Gulf of Sığacık and Castle which has
been formed by two main sections, internal and external, had got an important place
with regards to security as well as commerce in the historical process. It is known that
it has been made the exportation of grain and dried fruit from The Pier of Sığacık in the
16th century. Three gates of Outer Castle are Ayasuluk on the south, Kuşadası on the
west and Seferihisar on the northeast. On the west end of the castle, there is an inner
castle called “The Ward”. On the seafront part of the inner castle, there are two
bastions and the gates which provides the entrance through these bastions to the
citadel. The Arched Entrance, situated on the south wall of the inner castle, is
connecting the outer and inner side to each other. Inside of the castle, there are
generally two storied and yard-type houses which have been constructed in a manner
of row housing. Besides, there is a mosque, a “mescit” and a bath which possibly
have been built after a while later than the construction of the castle.
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FLORA and FAUNA*

Monumental Olive Tree and the Cistern

Seferihisar and its environs is an important natural heritage site with its mountains
and plains on the mainland as well as the coastal areas in the south and western part
of the district. In this respect, Seferihisar is an important Key Biodiversity Area, among
the 305 different ones, which were determined in the inventory of the “Turkey’s Key
Biodiversity Areas” prepared in the lead of The Nature Association. Teos ancient city,
located on the western coast of the district, have an important place in its diversity of
plant and animal species as well as cultural richness. Concordantly, “Teos Living Park”
is home to many different habitats.
The habitat of the Teos wetlands and sand dunes is similar to the Mediterranean red
pine forests and Mediterranean shrubbery which each create a unique habitat for
plants to grow. Today there are over 350 types of plants in the area. The Teos wetlands
are home to many plants that ﬂower in spring
and this time of the year is also known as the
orchid season.
The olive tree plays a big part in the cultural
and economical development of people. This
is due to it being a durable evergreen tree
that is rich in chemicals. The cultural and
economical attributes the olive tree has
increases its value and importance on the
Teos Wetland Sands and Seaside Rush
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Aegean and Mediterranean coasts of the Anatolian region.
Seferihisar and Teos is a perfect example of the collaboration
between man and the olive tree. In the Teos Living Park you can
see olive trees that are hundreds of years old.
Seferihisar and the Teos Living Park are an important place for
mandarin production within Turkey. The mandarin being one of
the elements that carry on the life in the Teos wetlands.
The Teos wetlands are on the shores of the ancient southern
harbour of Teos. Fresh water and sea water habitats can be
found within the wetlands, that becomes a lagoon in the
summer months. The Teos wetlands and sand dunes are home
to over 100 type of birds. Among them, species of water and
shore birds, egrets and ducks and also clonies of cormorants,
yellow-legged gulls and black-headed gulls take an important
place. Teos Living Park is living and breeding area of local and
migratory birds, as well as long-legged buzzards, owlet and
windhovers.

Squirrel

Yellow Wagtail

Both the ancient city and wetlands are home to common
mammals of the Anatolian area like wild boars, squirrels, foxes
and weasels.
* The information/images in this section, are compiled from the
documents prepared by the Nature Association.
Cormorant

Alyssum

Sand Iris

Purple Star

Anemon

Eurasian Hoopoe
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VISITING HOURS: The ancient site of Teos is open for public all year round between 09:00 19:00. Camping, having picnic and being within the boundaries of the site during the closed
hours is prohibited.
LEGAL NOTICE
According to the 65th section of the 2863rd article of the Turkish Legal Code; “ANYONE WHO
DAMAGES CULTURAL HERITAGE IN ANY EVENT DELIBERATELY, OR CAUSES DAMAGE TO
IT, WILL BE PUNISHED WITH A PRISON SENTENCE OF A MINIMUM OF TWO YEARS AND
MAXIMUM OF FIVE YEARS AND A PUNITIVE FINE OF 5.000 DAYS”.
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